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air cover, using the fleet to turn whatever resistance might be en-
countered by landing suddenly and in force in the rear of the
defense.

Instead, political considerations dominated everything, offering;
great possibilities but at the same time demanding the miming of
grave risks. The crux was the attitude of the local French com-
manders and officials. Most Frenchmen dislike Germans, who are
their traditional enemies. The campaign of 1940 had been the
seventh time within a century and a half that German-speaking:
troops had invaded France. In spite of the strenuous efforts of the
Germans there since 1940 to behave "correctly," the humiliation of
their presence for more than two years on French soil had not
endeared them to the conquered. On the other hand, the French
leaders in North Africa derived their authority from the French gov-
ernment of the surrender, the head of which, Marshal P&ain, consid-
ered himself morally bound by the armistice which his representa-
tives had signed. Many of the younger French officers were devout
Roman Catholics who interpreted rigidly their obligation to the
established government of their country. There was much French,
feeling both against the English, who had found it necessary to
inflict further humiliation upon fallen France, and against the Free
French, who with their leader, De Gaulle, had revolted against the
action of their lawful superiors who had surrendered. Most of all, in
order to persuade the North African French leaders to declare for
the United Nations in the face of the certainly of their wholesale
execution as traitors should the Axis win, it was necessary to reas-
sure them by making a great show of force and by occupying most
of the country from the beginning. In particular this meant landing
troops near Algiers, the chief city of the region, about five hundred
miles east of Gibraltar and not much more distant from the Ger-
man air bases in Sicily.

There was also political anxiety as to the attitude of Spain, the
government of which was naturally sympathetic to the Axis on
account of aid given to it in its recent civil war and on the issue of
communism. Nearly all the territory on both sides of the Strait of
Gibraltar was Spanish. German-made Spanish long-range guns
could threaten the passage of the strait, and Spaniards from their
own soil could see whatever went on in Gibraltar harbor. Boldness
and a show of force, it was thought, might impress the Spaniards.